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fin the Claims^ 

Please cancel claims 2-29. 

Please insert new claims 30-49 as follows 



f 30- A retaining wall blolck suitable for use in forming 
a mortarless retaining wall, said block comprising: 

(a) a pair of substantially parallel and planar 
upper and lower faces; j 

(b) a front face joining the upper and lower 

faces; i 

/ 

(c) a substantially planar rear face which is 
substantially perpendicular to the upper and lower 
faces ; 

(d) a pair of substantially planar side faces 



joining the front and 
substantially perpendi 
faces, and converging 
face toward the rear f 



the block, said flange 
rear surface which is 



::ear faces, the side faces being 
cular to the upper and lower 
is they extend from the front 
ace, so that they are closer 
together at the rear face than they are at the front 
face; and 

(e) a flange extjending below the lower surface of 

having a substantially planar 
substantially coplanar with the 



rear surface of the bLock, said flange further 



2 



/,' including a front locking surface which intersects the, 

'■ lower surface of the{ block. 

~^£^ The block of claim 3 0 wherein the depth of the 
block is the distance between the midpoint of the front face and 
the midpoint of the rear face, wherein the depth of the flange is 
the distance between the front locking surface of the flange and 
the rear surface of the flange, and wherein the ratio of the 
depth of the block to the depth of the flange is at least about 
6:1. 

j$ . The block of claim^l wherein the ratio is at 
least about 10:1. 

The block of claim. '^t~ wherein the front face of 
the block is substantially planar. 

The block of claim wherein the front face of 
the block is nonplanar. 

J^>". The block of claim jrff wherein the front face of 



The block of claim „Jt" 



the block is faceted. 

The block of claim , ^'"wherein the front face of 
the block is curved. 

^1 . The block of claim ^3^', wherein said flange spans 
between said side faces. 

. JM '". A retaining wall comprising stacked courses of the 
block of claim 30 in which the front faces of the blocks combine 
to form a decorative face of the retaining wall, and wherein the 
lower face of each block in a succeeding course is placed over 
the upper faces of the blocks in the next lower course, with the 
downwardly- extending flanges of each block in a succeeding course 



being positioned immediately behind the uppermost portions of the 
rear faces of the blocks in the next lower course. 

A retaining wall comprising stacked courses of the 
block of claim J&k in which the front faces of the blocks combine 
to form a decorative face of the retaining wall, and wherein the 
lower face of each block in a succeeding course is placed over 
the upper faces of the blocks in the next lower course, with the 
downwardly-extending flanges of each block in a succeeding course 
being positioned immediately behind the uppermost portions of the 
rear faces of the blocks in the next lower course. 

. A retaining wall comprising stacked courses of the 
block of claim in which the front faces of the blocks combine 
to form a decorative face of the retaining wall, and wherein the 
lower face of each block in a succeeding course is placed over 
the upper faces of the blocks in the next lower course, with the 
downwardly- extending flanges of each block in a succeeding course 
being positioned immediately behind the uppermost portions of the 
rear faces of the blocks in the next lower course. 



A retaining wall comprising stacked courses of the 
to 

block of claim .^7 in which the front faces of the blocks combine 
to form a decorative face of the retaining wall, and wherein the 
lower face of each block in a succeeding course is placed over 
the upper faces of the blocks in the next lower course, with the 
downwardly -extending flanges of each block in a succeeding course 
being positioned immediately behind the uppermost portions of the 
rear faces of the blocks in the next lower course . 



///, /p 

_^t\ The retaining wall of claim_>S^ comprising a first 
course and an adjacently positioned upper second course. 

J^'. The retaining wall of claim wherein said 

retaining wall has a set back from said first course to said 
second course . ^ 

" """T The retaining wall of claim J^jS , wherein said 



retaining wall set back ranges from about 1 to 2 inches from said 
first course to said second course. 

The retaining wall of claim ,¥z, wherein said 
retaining wall comprises a supporting matrix positioned between 
said first course and said second course. 

J¥&. A retaining wall comprising stacked courses of the 
block of claim _3<5' in which the front faces of the blocks combine 
to form a decorative face of the retaining wall, and wherein the 
lower face of each block in a succeeding course is placed over 
the upper faces of the blocks in the next lower course, with the 
downwardly- extending flanges of each block in a succeeding course 
being positioned immediately behind the uppermost portions of the 
rear faces of the blocks in the next lower course. 

,ifl . A retaining wall comprising stacked courses of the 
block of claim in which the front faces of the blocks combine 
to form a decorative face of the retaining wall, and wherein the 
lower face of each block in a succeeding course is placed over 
the upper faces of the blocks in the next lower course, with the 
downwardly- extending flanges of each block in a succeeding course 
being positioned immediately behind the uppermost portions of the 
rear faces of the blocks in the next lower course. 
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